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Primary Goals in Ghana and West Africa 
       In line with objectives of WOC-UK 

•To provide orthopaedic education in Ghana and West Africa 
•To help and advice those setting up orthopaedic training and 
service programmes in the West African sub-region 
•To offer practical help and support to those practicing  
orthopaedics in West Africa through  WACS. 
•To support exchange programmes 
•To offer UK trainees the opportunity to experience interesting 
pathologies guided by senior orthopaedic surgeons 
 



* 
Volunteers involved in trauma training in Ghana and 

West Africa: WOC-UK and Motec Life-UK 

http://www.moteclife.co.uk/images/Members/photoPeterDyson.jpg


Delivering and supporting training in 
orthopaedic trauma in Ghana and West 

Africa  
 Working visits to Ghana and West Africa 3x each year: 
 April / October 2014-  WACS  Fellowship Exams in 

Nigeria and Ghana 
 March 2015 in Abidjan, Ivory Coast  -Hand trauma 

symposium at WACS conference 
 April/ October 2015- WACS exams in Nigeria and 

Ghana 
 February 2016, symposium, Yaounde Cameroun 

 



WOC-UK/Motec volunteer delivering a lecture   
   on infected non-union in Kumasi Ghana  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…for WACS  



Sharing experiences with orthopaedic  residents from the teaching 
hospitals in Ghana-WOC-UK and Motec Life UK volunteers 



Trauma and Orthopaedic Masterclass for 
Surgical Residents from across Ghana by 

Motec Life-UK  



Resuscitation workshop in Ghana 



Working with the local 
surgeons…non union case 



Trauma workshops in Ghana 
by Motec Life and WOC-UK 

 2013 – 1 days national trauma workshop  
in Accra 

 2014 two day regional workshop at 
Koforidua 

 2015 June– five day  workshop on 
conservative management and casting of 
fractures 
 



Trauma workshop in Ghana 
2013 and 2014 



 5 day Casting workshop in Ghana  
April 2015 

5 volunteers including 2 WOC-UK delivered 
training to over 80 nurses and doctors 

A section of hospital staff at group 
discussion at Akosombo, Ghana 



TRAUMA SYMPOSIUM  
MARCH 2015 IVORY COAST 

Prof Bo and Ofori-Atta with WACS 
at hand symposium 

Some participants at the 
hand trauma symposium 



WACS conference in Abidjan 
2015 



MOTEC LIF-UK / WOC-UK AT 
WACS FELLOWSHIP 

WACS orthopaedic court of examiners  
Accra  2014 with 2 WOC-UK volunteers 

Court of examiners in Accra April 
2015 



April 2015 at WACS Exams in 
Accra 

Meeting: WACS executives, WOC-UK and 
Prof Standfield in April 2015 

Mr Dyson with a successful  
orthopaedic Fellowship candidate in 
Accra,  April 2015 



What both WACS & WOC-UK 
are hoping to achieve 

 Improvements in the standard of WACS 
examinations.  

 Training opportunities for trainees of 
WACS and also UK 

 Opportunity for WACS to establish further 
links with other sub-specialties in UK 



Progress 
 Implementation by WACS of WOC-UK suggestions 

for improvements in the examinations 
 Improved funding by WOC-UK projects in West 

Africa  
 MOU between WOC-UK and WACS, and a separate 

MOU between WACS and the London School of 
postgraduate Surgery 

 Regular Symposium by WOC-UK for WACS and 
also by the London School of postgraduate surgery. 

 Training programme for WACS in UK – courtesy 
Prof Nigel Standfield, Director of the London 
postgraduate School of Surgery 

 



Plans for rest of 2015/16 
WACS examinations in Nigeria in  October 2015 
WACS examinations in Ghana October 2015 
WACS scientific congress in French speaking 

Cameroon in February 2016 – WOC to deliver a 
symposium – volunteers and topic awaited 

April and October 2016 WACS fellowship exams 
in Ghana and Nigeria plus workshops /seminars 

June 2016- 3 day casting workshop in Ghana 



Challenges 



Surmountable bottlenecks 

 WACS programmes involve 17 countries – wide catchment area 
 Entry visa applications with different country requirements. 
 Flight and other costs twice more than WOC-UK can provide (£500)  
 Some W/African countries have no direct flights from London 
 Shortage of French speaking WOC-UK volunteers 
 Late release of dates for West African College of Surgeons 

programmes  

 



Invitation to Join- 

 Trauma team to deliver trauma workshop in 
Ghana 

 The court of examiners in Nigeria and Ghana 
 To deliver symposium on trauma in Cameroon in 

February 2016 
 April 2016- The training of the WACS examiners 

in Ibadan – 1 day lecture series on 
EDUCATION AND EXAMINING in APRIL 2016 
 
 
 
 



Lome, Togo 2013  
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