
Ghanaians - Look No Further

On the Graceful Occasion  of Ghanaôs Independence

6th of March 2010

Cambridge University Students  Society of Ghana

Jesus College, Cambridge

By

P. Ofori-Atta MB.,ChB., FRCS

President, Motec Life UK



07/03/2010 Let Your Life Shine 2

Introduction

ÅObservations at the Ghana High Commission ï20 years 
on.

ÅDemand on the economy, infrastructure, resources.

ÅMartin Luther King: let us do the job óso well that neither 
the living nor the dead can do no betterô. 

ÅFoundation for a vibrant economy capable of sustaining 
wealth and good healthy:-

Mark on the Developmental milestones of our country

Professionals and non-professionals; 

ÅDo we have the opportunity?



Discovering the Solution ïHome and Away 

ÅPathway after independence ïthe West & Africa

ÅClosing the gap - unless a strategy  is linked to 
óself discoveryô, self assertion

ÅSieving the experiences from home and away

ÅTactical approach needed: reversal of the 
direction of flow:  resources, brain, and the end 
products of our natural resources

ÅA mark on the developmental milestone of 
Ghana: requirements.

ÅThe Challenge is in our court



Going back home ïthe richness of 

yesterday, today and tomorrow

ÅTradition

ÅOur fore-bearers

ÅCommitment

ÅDevotion

ÅFocus on our 

progress

ÅOur National flag



Yaa Asantewaa,. 1840-1921.
The Queen Mother of Asante Ejisu : Anglo-Asante Series of Wars

Courage Awesome

ÅNow I see that some 

of you  fear to go to 

fight for  our king. 

We the women will 

fight till the last of 

us falls in the 

battlefield

ÅDied in Exile in 

Seychelles 17
th

October 1921



Ghanaian Personalities ïthe pride of our growth 

and development

Dr Kwegyir Aggrey

Å Clergyman, intellectual, 

educator

Å Born at Anomabo , baptised 

June 1883

Å Age 23, emigrated to US, 

Carolina 1898

Å Studied Chemistry, Physics, 

Logic, Politics and Economics

Å Graduated with three degrees



Kwegyir Aggrey -18thOctober 1875 -20th July 1927

ÅAppointed Priest African Methodist Zion Church 1903 in 

Salisbury, USA

ÅMarried American Rose Douglas 1905 ïhad four 

children

ÅTutor at Livingstone College

ÅDoctorate in theology 1912, osteopathy in 1914

ÅPrime mover Joint Council of Europeans and Africans in 

1921

ÅSpoken languages ïEnglish, Latin, Greek, German, 

Japanese, Twi



Kwegyir Aggrey at his best

ÅIn 1924, appointed Director of Achimota College by 

Governor Sir Frederick Gordon Guggisberg ïthe 

College for the cream

ÅCollege that educated Kwame Nkrumah,  Edward Akuffo 

Addo, Jerry John Rawlings, former Presidents and 

current- John Evans Atta Mills.

Å Dr Kofi Abrefa Busia (late President of Ghana) also 

taught  at that school

ÅOther African leaders to benefit ïNnamdi Azikwe of 

Nigeria, Kamuzu Banda of Malawi

ÅRobert Mugabe is on his own as a product o f Achimota



Motto of Achimota

UT OMNES UNUM SINT That All may be One

Å The best use of the minds and 

bodies which God has given us

Å Respect for all that is true and 

of lasting value in old African 

Culture, Beliefs and Ways of 

Life

Å Friendship, respect and 

cooperation between all races 

on equal terms
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Dr Aggrey lives on!

Harmony within Motec Foundations - Education 

Å1920 visited 10 African 

countries to research into 

education

ÅDelivered his famous 

ókeyboardô speech in 

South Africa on racial 

harmony in 1924



NOT FORGOTEN

ÅReturned to the US in May 1927 with family

ÅDied in July  that year
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The Cream of Africa



StatemanshipóTHE INDEPENCE OF GHANA IS MEANINGLESS UNTIL 

IT IS LINKED WITH THE TOTAL LIBERATION OF THE AFRICAN CONTINENT. AT 

LONG LAST, THE BATTLE HAS ENDED. YOUR BELOVED COUNTRY IS FREE 

FOREVERô

Freedom The African Dimension
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Kwame Nkrumah

ÅWrote titles during the struggles 

conscientizing the African  - path of 

dismantling colonialism and imperialism

ÅMade efforts to Unite Africa

ÅLived in Exile ïVietnam, Guinea, died in a 

Romanian Hospital in 1972
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óKwame Nkrumah Never diesô. THE LEGACY

He lives on ï
The Akosombo Hydro-Electric Dam and The Port at Tema
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Another óKwame Nkrumahô Akyeampong but this 

time as a Skier
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Dr Joseph Kwame Kyeretwie Boakye Danquah 1895 -1965

PRINCIPLED TO THE GRAVE

Å Studied Law and Philosophy in 

London

Å Constitutional Reforms in early 

40s. First continental African ï

doctorate in Law

Å Political prisoner twice ïafter 

elections and  as President of 

Ghana Bar of Association

Å Courage, Principle, Conviction, 

Believed in Free Speech and 

Choice to his grave behind 

bars
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Dr Kofi Abrefa Busia

ÅMfantsipim. Taught at 

Achimota

ÅIn a letter he wrote from 

Oxford at the age of twenty-six, 

in 1939:  ñI have always felt it a 

duty laid upon me by God to 

pursue knowledge and I am 

both glad and grateful to have 

achieved something of which 

my countrymen may be proud. 

ÅMy great purpose is to study 

all I can, and then when the 

time comes to pour out my life 

in the service of my God and 

my country. Learning without 

God is empty. Knowledge is 

useless, unless it makes us 

better servants of humanity. ò
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DR HILLA LIMAN

Less than two years in power

Had drawn up plans to improve 

agriculture in Ghana

Known to have reminded his 

appointees the code of conduct 

while in office

Faced a serious threat from the 

military throughout his tenure of 

office 

Was removed from office by the 

military
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Jerry John Rawlings

7th Jan 1993 - 2001

Å Product of Achimota College

Å Led junior officers mutiny in 

1979

Å Demonstration of patriotism at 

court martial helped his 

release by the army ïJune 4th

uprising

Å Back in power 31st December 

1981

Å 1992 -2000 in office as 

President

Å Joint Recipient of World 

Hunger award in 1993
Å WIKIPEDIA

1st President 4th republic



Mr John Agyekum 

Kufour

Born in 1938

Educated Prempeh College

Enrolled Lincoln Inn London

Called to the Bar in 1961 at 

age 21

Entered Oxford University and 

passed in 1964 BA Honours in 

Economics, Philosophy and 

Politics

Subsequently confirmed by 

Oxford University by the 

tradition of the University with 

Masters degree.

Honoured by Liverpool John 

Moors University about 4 years 

ago University
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President John Evans 

Atta Mills, President of 

Ghana 7th Jan. 2009

Born 21st July 1944 at 

Tarkwa

Product of Achimota 

College & Univ. of Ghana

Pursued legal studies in 

London ïSchool of 

Oriental and African 

Studies - PhD

Won scholarship for his 

education at Stanford Law 

School in US

Returned to his Alma Mater 

ïUniv. of Ghana where he 

taught for about 25 years

At one time a member of 

the National Hockey team
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Mr Kofi Annan
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HE HAD THE WORLD IN HIS é.


